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Preface

These chapters are intended for the student who has a sinceredesire to “study to show himself approved unto God, a

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth.”

The subjects discussed are all based upon the conviction that the Old and New Testaments in the original writings

were inspired by God and are without error, that Jesus Christis God of very God, and that man, without Christ, is

totally depraved.

The author is keenly aware of his limitations and intelligence and presents the material with the sincere prayer that

the Holy Spirit will use this effort to aid some to understandmore fully what Christ has done for them and the riches

of His grace.

Comfort

It was our loving Heavenly Father who said:

Ge 9:14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the

cloud:

He did not hide the fact that it was He who brought the cloud as well as the bow. The sorrow, the pain, the suffering,

the parting, the difficulty are all from the hand of Him who loves us and gave Himself for us.

Though our frail hearts may cry out, “Why?” the answer is clear from Him who loves us so: “Because it is best for

you, my child.” For the heart that aches, for the one bowed down with grief, the bow in the cloud is there—He gave

Himself for us. He knows the end from the beginning, and He alone knows what is good for us.

For the one who seeks and hears, He has spoken marvelous wordsof comfort. He said of His people in Egypt, “I

know their sorrows”; and in the word He chose for “know,” He tells us He knows by experience, by being there with

us.

Think of it! He has never asked us to go where He has not gone, where He will not go with us. In deepest pain and

sorrow we hear with the ears of faith, “Fear not my child for I am with you.”

He is the author and finisher of our faith; He is working in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure; He

promised absolutely never to leave us or cease to sustain us and uphold us; He knows the way we take and when He

has proven us we shall come forth as nothing less than gold.

He is the one on whom we cast all our care, for He careth for us; He who began a good work in us will complete it

until the day of Jesus Christ; He lights our candle; He puts our tears in His bottle; and He has branded our names on

the palms of His hands.
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Dear One, you are cuddled in the arms of the God of all comfort.He has never allowed anything to touch you that

has not gone through His loving hands. Oh that we might say with Job, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.”

Think of the words of Habakkuk:

Hab 3:17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive

shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no

herd in the stalls: 18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joyin the God of my salvation. The Lord God

is my strength.

Rest in the greatness of our loving Father! Think of it:

Numbers 23:19 God [is] not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath

he said, and shall he not do [it]? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: [when] he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

Psalms 18:28 For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness. ... 30 [As

for] God, his way [is] perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he [is] a buckler to all those that trust in

him.

Ps 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with

me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Psalms 56:8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: [are they] not in thy book?

Ps 71:21 Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side.

Isaiah 49:15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of

her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms

of [my] hands; thy walls [are] continually before me.

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house

are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receiveyou unto myself; that where I am, [there]

ye may be also.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for goodto them that love God, to them who

are the called according to [his] purpose. ... 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall]

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For

thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these

things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.38 For I am persuaded, that neither death,

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height,

nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord.

I Corinthians 15:57 But thanks [be] to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

II Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our LordJesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and

the God of all comfort; 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them

which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
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II Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks [be] unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh

manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will

perform [it] until the day of Jesus Christ:

Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing byprayer and supplication with thanksgiving let

your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall

keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

II Timothy 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know

whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him

against that day.

Hebrews 13:5 [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such things as ye

have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord

[is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

I Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be

tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

I Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. ... 10 But the God of all grace, who hath called

us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,

strengthen, settle [you].

II Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through

the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding

great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the

corruption that is in the world through lust.
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