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THE RETURN OF THE LORD 

 

Introduction: 

 

There are truths, sometimes called facts, and there are assumed truths, usually called pre-

suppositions.  The more factual support that can be found for a pre-supposition the closer it 

comes to being a truth.  This is the fundamental presupposition for this study - The Bible is 

God’s Word and should be taken literally and grammatically.  In support of this presupposition, 

note how our Lord uses the Scriptures:  

 

He rebuked the people for not knowing the Scriptures.  Many times He said “what saith the 

Scripture” and “the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”  He taught doctrine from the tense of a verb, for 

example: 

 

Mt 22:32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  God is not 

the God of the dead, but of the living.  Cp. 

Ge 26:24 (To Isaac)And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the 

God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply 

thy seed for my servant Abraham’s sake. 

   Ge 28:13 (To Jacob) And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God 

of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I 

give it, and to thy seed; 

Mt 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

or the singular or plural of a noun:  

 

Gal 3:16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. Cp. 

Ge 13:14-15 ¶  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, 

Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and 

southward, and eastward, and westward:   For all the land which thou seest, to thee 

will I give it, and to thy seed forever. 

 

as well as the witness of the Holy Spirit in many passages, such as: 

 

1 Th 2:13 ¶  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the 

word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 

the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

 

Our Lord takes His Word grammatically and literally and it is a logical pre-supposition for us to 

take His Word grammatically and literally as well.  In addition there is further support from 

textual criticism, Bible prophecy and archaeological studies as well as the consistent testimony 

of thousands of those, who through scholarly study, have reached the same conclusion, the Bible 

is the Word of God and should be taken as literal unless there is conclusive evidence to the 

contrary. 
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It is important to remember the first temptation of Satan recorded in Scripture was his 

tempting Eve not take God’s Word literally. 
 

The term literal, of course, includes parable, allegory, hyperbole etc..  Consider the following 

text; is God referring to Israel as Israel or to Israel as the church?  Taken literally and 

grammatically this text clearly is referring to Israel as a nation scattered and re-gathered..    

 

Jer 31:10...35-37 ¶  Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar 

off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his 

flock.  35Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of 

the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof 

roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the 

LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me forever.  Thus 

saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched 

out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the 

LORD 

 

It is a much greater presupposition to make references to Israel, like these, mean anything other 

than the nation of Israel. 

 

Support for a non-literal hermeneutic is usually taken from: 

 

Gal 3:26-29  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you 

as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And 

if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

And 

 

Gal 6:16  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and 

upon the Israel of God. 

 

In Gal 3 It should be obvious that the seed of Abraham is not the seed of Israel (who is Jacob).  

The word “seed” in this text is singular and refers to Christ as pointed out in verse 16.  

 

Ga 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as 

of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

   

All that are “in Christ,”are Abraham’s seed, both Jew and Gentile, God’s chosen, whereas the 

seed of Jacob, i.e. Israel, is the nation of Israel.  

In Gal 6:16 the Greek conjunction kai (“and”) occurs three times.  This is the common 

conjunction occurring more than 5000 times in the NT and usually translated “and.”   All of the 

“word for word” translations, e.g. KJV, NKJV, ASV, NAS, NET, etc, translate all three in this 

verse as “and.”  Some translations do not even translate some of the conjunctions and a very few 

translate the third “and” as “even.”  Of the 73 references to Israel in the New Testament this 
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would be the only place where it would mean anything other than Israel.  There must be strong 

contextual support for translating kai other than “and” and in this case only a presupposition that 

Israel and the Church are no longer distinct would support replacing “and” with “even.”  More 

than that, if the Holy Spirit were equating the Church and Israel He would not have used the 

third kai, the “and.”  The verse would then have read: 

 

Gal 6:16  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy upon the 

Israel of God. 

 

Making it clear that the “them” and the “Israel of God” are referring to the same people.  But the 

Holy Spirit used the third “and” in order to make the distinction between the “them” and “the 

Israel of God” both evident and clear.  The Israel of God here is Israel not the Church. 

 

His coming: 

 

Consider these passages: 

 

De 30:1-3  And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing 

and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 

nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,  And shalt return unto the LORD thy 

God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy 

children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;  That then the LORD thy God will turn 

thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 

nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. 

 

Ps 50:3  Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and 

it shall be very tempestuous round about him. 

 

Isa 26:20-21 ¶  Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 

thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.  For, 

behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 

iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

 

  Isa 35:4  Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 

come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 

 

Isa 40:10  Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: 

behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.  He shall feed his flock like a 

shepherd: 

Isa 59:20  And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression 

in Jacob, saith the LORD. 

 

Isa 66:13-15  As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be 

comforted in Jerusalem.  And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones 

shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, 

and his indignation toward his enemies.  For behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with 
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his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

 

Da 12:1-3 ¶  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for 

the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 

there was a nation even to that same time: at that time thy people shall be delivered, every 

one that shall be found written in the book.... 

 

Hag 2:6-7  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 

heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;  And I will shake all nations, and the 

desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 

Zec 2:10-12  Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the 

midst of thee, saith the LORD.  And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, 

and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the 

LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the 

holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 

 

The entire chapters of Zec 8 through 14, in particular, 

  

Zec 8:2-5  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I 

was jealous for her with great fury. Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will 

dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the 

mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall 

yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in 

his hand for very age.  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the 

streets thereof. 

 

Zec 14:4-5  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 

Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 

east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain 

shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.  And ye shall flee to the valley 

of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like 

as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my 

God shall come with all His saints  

   

Mt 23:39  For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he 

that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Lu 13:35  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 

see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 

Lord. 

 

Mat 24:21....31  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 

the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be... 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and 

false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, 

they shall deceive the very elect... 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 

shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be...29 Immediately 
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after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 

her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 

shaken:  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 

tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 

with power and great glory and he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 

they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 

Rev 19:11-19 ¶  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon 

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His 

eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, 

that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 

name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 

white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 

sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and 

he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his 

vesture and on his thigh a name written,.  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 

cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and 

gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of 

kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of 

them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.  And 

I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war 

against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 

 

Summary - Note the preceding conditions: 

1.  He will come when the blessing and the curse come on Israel 

2.  He will come when Israel calls them to mind among the nations where the Lord had driven             

them 

3.  He will come when Israel returns unto the Lord 

4.  He will come when Israel obeys His voice with heart and soul 

5.  He will return and gather Israel from all nations where He had scattered them 

6.  He will come and not keep silence 

7.  A fire devours before Him 

8.  It will be very tempestuous round about Him 

9.  His people shut doors and hide till indignation be past 

10.  Comes to punish the inhabitants of the earth 

11.  Earth shall disclose her blood and her slain 

12.  He comes with vengeance and a recompense 

13.  He will comes to save 

14.  He will come with strong hand to rule 

15.  His reward is with Him, His work before Him 

16.  He will feed His flock, gather the lambs, carry them and gently lead those with young 

17.  He will come to Zion, to them that turn from transgression 

18.  He will come to comfort them in Jerusalem 

19.  When Israel sees this they will rejoice 

20.  The hand of Lord will be known toward His servants 

21.  His indignation will be known toward His enemies 
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22.  He will come with fire and His chariots like a whirlwind 

23.  He will come and render His anger and His rebuke with fire 

24.  Michael, who stands for Israel, shall stand up 

25.  There will be unique time of trouble  

26.  Israel will be delivered 

27.  Many that sleep will awake, some to everlasting life and some to everlasting contempt 

28.  He will shake the heavens, earth, sea and dry land 

29.  He will shake all nations 

30.  He will come and fill this house (Israel, temple) with glory 

31.  He comes to dwell in Zion and in the midst of Israel 

32.  Many nations shall be His people 

33.  He will inherit Judah in the holy land and choose Jerusalem  

34.  His Feet will stand on Mt of Olives in that day 

35.  The Mt of Olives will be divided and causes a great valley 

36.  Israel flees as in the days of Uzziah 

37.  He will come with all His saints 

38.  Israel will not see Him until they say blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord 

39.  There will be great tribulation 

40.  False Christs and false prophets who show great signs 

41.  He comes immediately after tribulation, sun darkened, moon darkened, stars falling from   

heaven and the powers of the heavens shaken 

42.  His sign appears in heaven 

43.  They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory 

44.  Tribes of the earth morn and see son of man coming in clouds with power 

45.  He will send His angels with sound of trumpet and they shall gather together His elect from       

the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

46.  He will come on white horse, eyes flame of fire, crowns on His head clothing dipped in                  

blood 

47.  The house of David and inhabitants of Jerusalem shall look on Him whom they pierced. 

48.  He will gather all nations against Jerusalem, the city will be taken 

49.  Armies in heaven follow Him and kings of the earth gathered to make war with Him 

50.  He smites the nations, rules with rod of iron and displays name KING OF KINGS, AND                 

LORD OF LORDS 

51.  The Lord will dwell in Jerusalem, called the city of truth 

52.   House of Judah and house of Israel will be a blessing among the gentiles 

 

Now compare with these passages: 

  

Ac 1:11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 

Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 

him go into heaven.  

  

1Co 1:7 that ye come behind in no gift waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

1Co 15:51-52  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed,  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 



 

 7 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

 

1Th 3:13  To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even 

our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 

 

1 Th 4:16-18:  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then 

we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 

the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another 

with these words.  

 

Summary - 

1.  There are no preceding conditions   

2.  Same Jesus comes as seen Him go, no signs of His coming 

3.  Only they see Him go who are waiting for His coming 

4.  All changed, incorruptible 

5.  Establish hearts unblameable in holiness 

6.  Descends with shout, voice of archangel and trump of God 

7.  Dead “in Christ” rise, living caught up  

8.  Meet Lord in the air and shall be with Him 

 

In the first case we looked at more than 17 passages all with conditions which must occur before 

His coming and in which His coming is to the earth with the results described as deliverance for 

Israel and war, fire and judgment on His enemies. There were 15 references directly to Israel, 1 

to the tribes of Israel, 16 to Judah, 30 to Jerusalem, 6 to Zion, 4 to the Mt of Olives, 2 to the 

temple, 1 to the house of David and 10 to the land if Israel.  The text is clear, these are references 

to the nation of Israel. 

 

Then we looked at 6 passages with no preceding conditions, where He does not come to the 

earth, and the activity is all gracious for those, and only those, “in Christ.”   There is no war, fire 

and judgment and no references to Israel, the city, the land, the Mt of Olives, Zion or the temple. 

In both sets of passages reference is made to the last trump, the trumpet of God, etc..  

Throughout history armies have used horns, bugles or trumpets to signal commands, for 

example, the United States Army has over 24 different bugle calls for this purpose.  Clearly the 

Lord does as well: 

 

Nu 10:2 Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou 

mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 

  

2Sa 2:28 So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people stood still, and pursued after Israel no 

more, neither fought they any more. 

  

Ne 4:20 In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: 

our God shall fight for us. 

  

Joe 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 



 

 8 

inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand 

  

It would be just as foolish to say that in a military article where ever the word Taps (the last 

trump) occurred it would always mean the same, and the only, sounding as it would to say that 

the last trump in Scripture is the final sounding and is the same, and the one and only, sounding.  

The “Last Trump” is a signal trump. 

             

Are these all the same coming?   The usual possibilities: 

 1.  All the same, just left out some information on the last six 

2.  Two distinct comings, one for the Church and the other for Israel and to establish the 

kingdom 

3.  One coming, two different main events separated by a period of time.  

 

For our study we will attempt to take the passages as God says and not look for hidden or 

spiritualized meanings.  Although No. 2, two distinct comings, can be supported by the evidence,  

all of the references to His coming are singular, not plural, which seems to suggest only one 

coming although it may be that any reference to either one of the comings would be singular.   

 

On the other hand we are looking at one subject, the Return of the Lord, one return over a 

period of time with many events between two main events.  Just as WW2 was one war over a 

period of time and with many events between the declaration of war and the surrender, so His 

return can be seen as one return over a period of time with several events between the first and 

the last. The first major event of His return is the resurrection of the saints who have been put to 

“sleep in Jesus” and the catching up of the living saints on the earth to meet the Lord in the air.  

This could be called His Coming for the Church where He comes for the church, does not 

come to earth and there is no earthly activity as well as no preceding signs to signal His coming.  

With the Church removed the tribulation period begins and the man of sin is revealed.   

 

 

 

Immediately after the tribulation, the second major event, He comes to the earth to purge and 

deliver Israel, to make war and destroy the man of sin and his armies and to establish His earthly 

kingdom. This could be called His Coming for Israel.  

 

Thus the Return of the Lord can be seen as these two main events with others between such as, 

the Judgment seat of Christ, the marriage of the lamb, the marriage supper, the tribulation, 

purging Israel, the revelation of the man of sin, and the war of Armageddon resulting in the 

establishment of His kingdom on earth and His ruling and reigning in righteousness with His 

saints. 

 

Since the Word does maintain a distinction between the Church and Israel.  We will first 

consider the Scripture dealing with the Church and the Lord’s coming for the Church.  

 

The Church: 
 

As a mystery - 
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Rom 16:25-26  ¶  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 

since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, 

according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the 

obedience of faith 

 

Col 1:25-26 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 

given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from 

ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints 

 

and the body of Christ - 

 

Rom 12:5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 

another. 

 

Eph 1:22-23  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Eph 2:15-16  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby 

  

Eph 3:4-6  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ  

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the 

same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ 

 

Eph 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 

head, even Christ 
 

Eph 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

 

Col 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory 

 

Col 2:19  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, and knit together,  

  

started at Pentecost - 

 

Peter in Acts 11 at the house of Cornelius speaking of “at the beginning” and James in Acts 15 
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saying “at the first” are both references to Pentecost: 

 

Acts 11:15-16  And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the 

beginning.  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 

with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

  

Acts 15:13-17  And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and 

brethren, hearken unto me:  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 

to take out of them a people for his name.  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is 

written, (Am 9:11) After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 

which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the 

residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 

saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. (Note restoration of Israel) 

 

In addition the words “body” or “in Christ” referring to both Jew and gentile in the Church are 

never used of Israel.   

 

Eph 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 

promise in Christ by the gospel 

  

Col 1:26-27 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now 

is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the 

glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory 

 

Again, unless we look for some hidden or spiritualized meaning it is clear that God does 

maintain a distinction between the Church as the body of Christ including both Jew and Gentile 

and the nation of Israel. It is also important to understand that since the Church was a mystery 

that “in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,” was “kept secret since the world 

began” and “hath been hid from ages and from generations,” it is not referred to in the Old 

Testament or the Gospels, for example, Mat 24. 

 

His return for the church - Imminence,  no signs: 
 

As applied to the coming of the Lord for the Church; immanency does not mean soon but means 

the certainty that He may come at any unknown and unconditioned moment.  We could not look 

for the return of our Lord if e.g., the man of sin and the time of trouble must come first.  Note in 

the following passages there is no mention of anything that must come to pass before He can 

come for the Church. 

 

Ac 1:11 Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 

heaven.  

   Not like this - 

Rev 19:11-15  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon 

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  His 

eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
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written, that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 

blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven 

followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his 

mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 

them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 

Almighty God. 

       

Rom 13:11 ¶  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 

now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

 Surely our being born again is not nearer than when we believed.  In this passage “our 

salvation” refers to His coming for us, our deliverance. 

   

1 Co 15:51-52  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed,  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 

Php 3:20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

  Not looking for the man of sin or the tribulation. 

 

1 Th 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 

which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

  Not to wait for the wrath to come or the time of trouble such as never was. 

 

1Th 5:5-11  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the 

night, nor of darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  

For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  But 

let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation.  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 

should live together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, 

Not destined for wrath, the tribulation period and His return for Israel but for His return for 

the Church 

 

Tit 2:12-13  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world;  Looking for that blessed hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ 

  

Ja 5:7-8  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 

waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 

early and latter rain.  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 

draweth nigh. 

 

Rev 3:9-10 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and 

are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know 

that I have loved thee because thou hast kept the word of my patience.   I also will keep 
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(Guard, Fu In) thee from (ek) the hour of temptation (not the temptation, the hour of the 

temptation), which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  

 A clear statement of His coming for the Church before the tribulation. 

 

1Co 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 

dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

  

Tit 2:12-13  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world;  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

 

Php 3:20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

  

1Joh 2:28  ¶  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear (subjective - 

whenever He may appear, at any time), we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before 

him at his coming. 

 

Notice that the Holy Spirit has consistently used the pronouns “we,” “us,” and “our.” It is easy to 

say the “we” is an editorial “we”, meaning those who are alive at His coming.  That may be, but 

why then did the Holy Spirit direct His writers to write “we” instead of “those?”  It is more 

reasonable to believe the Holy Spirit wants us to know His writers anticipated the return of the 

Lord in their lifetime and so it has been for every generation since then to this day.   

 

All of these passages speaking of His coming have no preceding requirements before He can 

come for the Church, no unique time of trouble, no man of sin, no sign of the coming of the Son 

of man seen by the whole world, no Him riding on a white horse, no heavenly armies coming 

with Him, and no activities on the earth other than the resurrection of those in Christ.  He can 

come at any time, that is, His coming for the Church is imminent and has been in every 

generation.  This is clearly not true for the nation Israel. 

 

Israel the people of the Lord and a nation forever: 
 

In the Old Testament: 

  

Jer 3:17  At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations 

shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk 

any more after the imagination of their evil heart. 

 

Jer 7:7  Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, 

forever and ever. 

  

Jer 16:14-15  Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, 

The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;  But, The 

LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all 
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the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I 

gave unto their fathers. 

 

Jer 33:7,10-11,14-16, 20-21  And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of 

Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. 10 ¶  Thus saith the LORD; Again there 

shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, 

even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, 

and without inhabitant, and without beast, The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the 

voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the 

LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth forever: and of them that shall 

bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the 

captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.   14 Behold, the days come, saith the 

LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel 

and to the house of Judah.  In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of 

righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the 

land.  In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the 

name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness. 20 Thus saith the LORD; 

If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should 

not be day and night in their season;  Then may also my covenant be broken with David my 

servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the 

priests, my ministers 

 Note the words “a son” at the end of this passage and remember the curse in Jer 22: 

Jer 22:30  Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not 

prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of 

David, and ruling any more in Judah.   

 

This curse eliminated the royal seed from ever reigning in Israel and none has since that 

time.  Joseph was of the royal line but also under this curse, Mary, on the other hand, was 

of the seed of David but not of the royal line.  Joseph legally adopted Jesus, Lu 2, 

conferring the royal title on Him.  Christ, now of the seed of David, in the royal line and 

un-cursed is the last one with complete title to the throne.   

 

Jer 31:27-37 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast.  And it shall come to 

pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw 

down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the 

LORD. .  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made 

with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:   

But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 

saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 

be their God, and they shall be my people.  And they shall teach no more every man his 

neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun 
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for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, 

which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:  If 

those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall 

cease from being a nation before me forever.  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can 

be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all 

the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.   

 

Joe 3:20  But Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 

  

Amos 9:11-15 ¶  In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up 

the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:  

That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my 

name, saith the LORD that doeth this.  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the 

plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the 

mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.  And I will bring again the 

captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and 

they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat 

the fruit of them.  And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up 

out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God. 

  

Zec 8:4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the 

streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. 

  

at the time of Christ: 

  

Mt 10:5-6   These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way 

of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel. 

Mt 15:22-24  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto 

him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 

with a devil.  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, 

saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not sent but 

unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

 after Pentacost: 

 

Ac 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 

my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

 

Rom 11:1-26 ¶  I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an 

Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God hath not cast away his 

people which he foreknew.  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 

according to the election of grace.  What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh 

for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded  (According as it is written, 

God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they 

should not hear;) unto this day.   
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  These texts are clearly referring to Israel: 

  The “spirit of slumber” 

Isa 29:10  For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath 

closed your eyes: 

and “eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear” 

Isa 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 

eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 

heart, and convert, and be healed.   

  

until the land is wasted and desolate: 

 

Isa 6:11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without 

inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 

 

until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in: 

 

Rom 11:11,15,25-26 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but 

rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 

jealousy...For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 

receiving of them be, but life from the dead?...   For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 

ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 

happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be 

saved: as it is written(Isa 59:20), There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn 

away ungodliness from Jacob 
 

In the tribulation and in the kingdom: 

 

 

Re 7:4  And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred 

and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

  

Mt 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, 

in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 

upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

And in the new heavens and the new earth: 

 

Rev 21:1-2 ¶  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 

 

  Re 21:12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 

angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 

Israel: 
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God’s people Israel from the time of Jacob to the new heavens and the new earth, a nation 

forever just as He said in Jer 31. 

 

The Lord’s coming for Israel and to establish His kingdom on earth:  
 

Isa 9:7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 

of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

Isa 59:20-21  And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 

transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.  As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the 

LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not 

depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s 

seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and forever. 

  

Jer 17:25  Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the 

throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, 

and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain forever. 

  

Eze 37:25  And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein 

your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their 

children’s children forever: and my servant David shall be their prince forever. 

  

Joe 3:1  For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of 

Judah and Jerusalem, 

 

Joe 3:16  The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and 

the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people...Israel. 

Joe 3:17  So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy 

mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any 

more. 
 

Mic 4:2  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 

the LORD, and to the house (the temple) of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 

ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the 

LORD from Jerusalem. 
 

Zec 1:16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my 

house (temple) shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched 

forth upon Jerusalem. 

  

Zec 2:12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose 

Jerusalem again. 

 

Zec 8:3  Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of 
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hosts the holy mountain. 

                            

Zec 8:8  And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they 

shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. 

 

Zec 8:22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in 

Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 

  

Zec 12:10-12  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 

have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 

bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be a 

great mourning in Jerusalem... 

  

Zec 14:16  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which 

came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD 

of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

 

Mat 24:28-29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 

the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 

heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 

then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 

Summary: 
1. His government will be establish in the earth and at Jerusalem 

2. There will be peace in all the earth 

3. He, the Redeemer will come to Zion and reign upon the throne of David  

4. Jerusalem is called the throne of the Lord  

5. The nations will be gathered to go up to Jerusalem to worship Him 

6. Israel is caused to dwell in the land that was given to their fathers  

7. He that scattered them will re-gather them 

8. The Lord that sent them to Egypt will bring them back to their land 

9. Israel will look on Him whom they pierced and morn  

10. The city of Jerusalem will remain forever  

11. Judah shall be saved and Jerusalem shall dwell safely  

12. He will put His law in the inward parts of the house of Israel  

13. Israel will never cease being a nation before the Lord  

14. Israel will dwell in the land that had been given to Jacob  

15. The same land in which their fathers dwelt, they shall dwell there forever  

16. The Lord will utter his voice from Jerusalem 

17. He will be the hope of the children of Israel  

18. Israel shall know the Lord God’s dwelling in Zion  

19. Jerusalem shall be holy  

20. Judah shall dwell forever  

21. Jerusalem shall remain from generation to generation  
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22. The Lord will raise up the tabernacle of David 

23. He will bring again the captivity of his people Israel 

24. He will plant them in their land which he has given them  

25. Many nations will come up to the mountain of the Lord  

26. Many will come to the temple of the Lord God of Jacob  

27. The Lord will go forth out of Zion  

28. The word of the Lord will go forth from Jerusalem  

29. He returns to Jerusalem with mercies  

30. He builds his temple and the city of Jerusalem  

31. The Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land  

32. The Lord will choose Jerusalem again  

33. He returns to Zion  

34. He dwells in the midst of Jerusalem  

35. Jerusalem shall be called the city of truth  

36. Old men and old women will dwell in the streets of Jerusalem  

37. He will bring them back and they will dwell in the city of Jerusalem  

38. They will be his people  

39. Many nations shall come to seek the Lord in Jerusalem 

40. Israel still present in the new heavens and the new earth 

41. He comes immediately after the tribulation 

42. There are signs in the heavens, stars falling 

43. The powers of the heavens are shaken 

43. All the people of the earth shall morn  

44. All shall see Him coming with power and great glory 

 

These Scriptures are not referring to historical Israel but to the eschatological nation of Israel and 

not the Church.  Here is the truth that Israel will remain a nation forever as well as the truth of 

the Lord’s return to deliver Israel and set up the kingdom.  His coming to Israel is preceded by 

the tribulation, the “time of trouble such as never was” and the revelation of the man of sin. 

 

Job 38:22-23  Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the 

treasures of the hail, Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of 

battle and war? 

 

Ps 27:5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his 

tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 

 

Da 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 

children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 

a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that 

shall be found written in the book. 

 

Mt 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 

world to this time, no, nor ever shall be...29-30 Immediately after the tribulation of those days 

shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the 
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Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 

Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 

This “time of trouble” is usually called the tribulation period by Bible students but many times is 

also called “the wrath” by the Lord. 

 

The wrath: 
 

Ps 110:5  The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 

 

Isa 9:19  Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall 

be as the fuel of the fire: no man shall spare his brother. 

  

Isa 13:9  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay 

the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 

 

Isa 13:13  Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in 

the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 

 

Jer 10:10  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his 

wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

 

Eze 7:19  They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their 

silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: 

 

Zep 1:15  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 

desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 

Mt 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 

unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 

  Ro 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from (the wrath) 

through him. 

 

Eph 5:6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the 

wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 

 

1Th 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 

which delivered us from (ek or apo) the wrath to come. 

  

Rev 3:9-10  I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have 

loved thee because thou hast kept the word of my patience (period).  I also will keep (Guard, 

Fu In) thee from (ek) the hour of temptation (not the wrath but the period of the wrath), 

which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

  

Re 6:16-17  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
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that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is 

come; and who shall be able to stand? 

 

is the day of the Lord during the great tribulation - 

 

Isa 13:6,  Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the 

Almighty... 9-10 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, 

to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of 

heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in 

his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 

 

its purpose is to purge and deliver Israel - 

 

Ps 106:40  Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that 

he abhorred his own inheritance. 

 

Dan 12:1; And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 

children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 

 a nation even to that same time: and at that time (time of trouble first) thy people (Israel) 

shall be delivered, 

 

to deal with earthdwellers (those who make the earth their permanent dwelling place) 

 

Rev 6:10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost 

thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?...15-17 And the kings 

of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, 

and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 

mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 

that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is 

come; and who shall be able to stand? 

 

it is a short time - not history and suffering over many years 

 

Isa 26:20-21 ¶  Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 

thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, 

behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 

iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

  

and the Church is not in the Wrath (Coming for the Church), remember:  

 

1 Th 1:10 kept away from the wrath; also Rev 3:10 

 1 Th 5:9 not appointed to wrath 

2 Th 2:3-4 the departure occurs first 

 

His two comings and the wrath are the recurring theme of 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Th: 
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1 Th 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 

which delivered (Pr) us from(ek or apo) the wrath to come. 

  To wait for His son, the expectancy is His coming for us, the Church, not the wrath  

 

Deliver us from the wrath.  The Received Text has ek, (from), and the Majority Text has 

apo, (away from).  The Lord has His writers use both prepositions to emphasize the truth 

that the Church is removed before, not out of, the wrath, the tribulation period. 

Note:  If the deliverance were out from the midst of the wrath, the Lord would have to 

resurrect the dead Thessalonians as well as all of His saints who have died since (the us) 

and put them in the wrath in order deliver them “out from” the wrath; however, the 

Lord has emphasized the truth that it is not out from but away from the wrath.  He has 

been doing this since then until now and will continue to do this until He comes for the  

   Church.  This is clear in Rev 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I 

also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to 

try them that dwell upon the earth.  

   Where those who have kept His Word are kept from the very period of His wrath.   

   Once again, the “us” expresses the expectancy of the writers and which has always  

   been the expectancy of His saints. 

  

1Th 2:19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence 

of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 

  A reference to the deliverance in 1:10, His coming for the Church 

  

1 Th 4:13-18 ¶  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For this 

we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 

of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 

in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

The same theme that was started in verse 1:10, no preceding conditions before His coming.  

His coming is in the air, not to the earth and is for those in Christ, the Church, both living 

and dead. 

 

1Th 5:4-11  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 

thief.  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor 

of darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they 

that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, 

who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 

the hope of salvation.  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation  

(deliverance from the wrath) by our Lord Jesus Christ,  Who died for us, that, whether we 

wake or sleep, we should live together with him.  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and 

edify one another, even as also ye do.   

  That day will not overtake us as a thief 
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  We are not in darkness but in light 

We are not destined to “the wrath.” but to be delivered from it 

  Whether we wake (watchful) or sleep (not watchful) we shall live together with Him 

 

1Th 5:23-24 ¶  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 

spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

 Still the theme of His coming for the Church 

 

2 Th 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 

gathering together unto him,  

  This is not a Granville Sharp construction in the Greek, these are two different events,  

 

2 Th 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 

nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ (many texts have “Lord” instead of 

“Christ”) is at hand. 

Note the article of previous reference, “the day of Christ”, that is, “the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ” in vs 1 not our gathering together unto Him. 

 

2 Th 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 

come a (the) falling away first  

“That day”, that is, the day of Christ, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to Israel, shall 

not come until the departure, the article of previous reference to, “our gathering together” 

vs 1, which must come first.  The base meaning of the Greek word apostasia is 

“departure.”  This can be taken as a departure from the faith, the English word apostasy is 

based on such a departure.  Here, however, “the falling away” is referring to vs 1, “Our 

gathering together” which would, of course, result in the greatest apostasy the world has 

ever seen.   

 

2 Th 2:...3 and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

Our gathering together and the man of sin must be revealed before “that day,” the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to Israel 

 

2 Th 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  

Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  

   Note conditions- Before Christ’s Coming to Israel, the departure (His coming for the 

Church) must occur and the man of sin must be revealed already sitting in the temple of 

God  

 

 2 Th 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth (holds back)  

    The word “what” is Neuter - the gospel 

  

 2 Th 2:6... that he  

  the man of sin  
 



 

 23 

 2 Th 2:6... might be revealed in his time  

  That is God’s appointed time, kairos.   

 

2 Th 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth (same word, 

hold back) will let, until he be taken out of the way.  

 The word “he” is Masculine - the Holy Spirit who is taken out of the way at the 

gathering together unto Him (Coming for the Church)  

2 Th 2:8-9 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming (Coming to Israel) 

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders.  

   Because the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way by His coming for the Church. 

 

2 Th 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the 

Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation (Chosen to deliverance 

(Coming for the Church))  from the wrath (Coming to Israel) through sanctification of the 

Spirit and belief of the truth: 

  

The theme and purpose of these two letters is our deliverance (His coming for the Church)  

from the wrath and His coming to judge the nations, destroy the man of sin and establish 

His kingdom on the earth (His coming to Israel) 
 

The kingdom: 

 

After tribulation, the Kingdom - God’s theocratic kingdom on earth: 

 Many believe His kingdom is already established on the earth, and we are living in it e.g. 

 

 Col 1:13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

  kingdom (rule, authority) of his dear Son:  

 

We are not translated into the theocratic kingdom of God but delivered from the authority of 

Satan to the authority of Christ. We are not ruling and reigning with Christ as we will in the 

kingdom. An abundance of Scripture makes it clear that we are not living in the theocratic 

kingdom of God, e.g. Isa  11, but we are under the authority of Christ who is ruling at the 

right hand of God but not reigning on the throne of David as He will in the Kingdom. 

  

The kingdom of God to be established on earth and over Israel 

 

Da 2:43-44 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves 

with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with 

clay.  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 

never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in 

pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.          

   

1Ki 9:5  Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel forever, as I promised to 

David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. 
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2Ch 7:18  Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I have covenanted with 

David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. 

 

Isa 9:7 His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 

end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 

judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. 

 

Isa 11:4-9 he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 

shall he slay the wicked.  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness 

the girdle of his reins.  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 

with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 

lead them.  And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.  They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as 

the waters cover the sea. 

 

Isa 24:23  Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts 

shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. 

  

Jer 23:5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous 

Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 

earth. 
 

Da 4:3  How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation. 
 

Da 7:27  And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 

heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. 

  

Am 9:11-12; 14-15 ¶  In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and 

close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of 

old:  That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by 

my name, saith the LORD that doeth this...14 And I will bring again the captivity of my 

people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant 

vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land 

which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God. 

 

Mic 4:7  And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong 

nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even forever. 

 

Mt 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
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Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 

  

Lu 1:33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall 

be no end. 

 

Ro 15:12  And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to 

reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. 

  

Rev 20:1-4 ¶  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 

pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is 

the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, 

and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 

thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.  And I saw 

thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 

them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 

worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, 

or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

 

Taking God’s Word literally He will return and establish His kingdom, on earth and will rule on 

the throne of David at Jerusalem for 1000 years.  If the 1000 is not literal it would be most 

astounding that the exact number is repeated 6 times in the same paragraph.  In addition speaking 

of a period of time as a year or years occurs over 730 times in the Scripture and in all other cases 

means a normal period of a year.  Why should this one place not also mean 1000 years?  The 

usual answer is that here it is prophetic language, words as signs or symbols.   

 

In response to the “prophetic language” use of this passage, a synonym of the word rendered 

year occurs in Rev 9:15 (the same prophetic language) as a normal year, Jeremiah, a prophet 

speaking prophetically, prophesied of 70 years desolation on Jerusalem, Jer 25:11-12, and 

Daniel, the prophet, understood these to be literal years, Dan 9:2.  Israel to be in bondage in 

Egypt 400 years, 7 good years and 7 years of famine in Egypt, Israel to wander 40 years in the 

wilderness, etc., all prophetic language and all literal years.   There is no valid reason for not 

taking God literally here as well, He will reign for 1000 years on the throne of David at 

Jerusalem.   

 

Several Scriptural reasons for God’s earthly kingdom: 
 

 

1.  Fulfill His purpose in Christ  Luke 1:31–33 

2.  Fulfill covenants and promises to Abraham Gen 12:7; 15:18;  

3.  Fulfill covenants and promises to Israel  2Sa 7:10 

4.  Fulfill promises to David  2Sa 7:16; 1Ki 9:5               

5.  Fulfill prophecy concerning Christ  Mal 1:11; Lk 1:31-33 

6.  Establish God’s government on earth Dan 2:44; Isa 9:6-7 

7.  Fulfill promise to the Disciples Mat 19:28 

8.  Satan does not change even when righteousness reigns, always against God Rev 20:7-8 

9. Natural man sins with Satan chained Zec 14:17-19 
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10. Natural man sins even when conditions are very, very good Isa 11:6-7; 62:25 

11. Natural man not satisfied with Christ’s reign Rev 20:7-8 

12.  Natural man not satisfied with justice Rev 20:7-8 

13.  Natural man easily tempted by Satan Rev 20:7-8 

14.  Complete God’s wrath against sin Rom 9:22; Rev 20:11-15 

 

 

The eternal state:  

 

The final kingdom: 
1Co 15:24-28  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 

even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For he 

must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall be destroyed 

is death.  For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under 

him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.  And when all things 

shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 

things under him, that God may be all in all. 

2 Pe 3:10-13  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 

heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 

the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  Seeing then that all these 

things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 

godliness,  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 

being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless 

we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness. 

 

Re 21:1-5  1 ¶  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 

be with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 

shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 

the former things are passed away.  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 

things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 

Our Lord has chosen to give us an insight into the new heavens and the new earth.  

 

ARC   

 

  

           


