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Kinsman Redeemer OVERVIEW 11/19/2022 

 

1 Look at concept and Hebrew word ga’al 

 

2 Look at JUDGES chapters 17-21 that shows the need of a Redeemer. 

 

3 Look at Ruth, a Moabitess and what she represents as well as Naomi her mother in law 

 

4 Look at Boaz as a Kinsman and type of Christ, our greater Kinsman and Redeemer. 

 

CONCEPT 

 

The two words “kinsman” and “redeemer” never appear together in Scripture. The concept is 

in the Hebrew word ga’al (PRONOUNCED “GOEL”). It is translated kinsman, near kinsman, 

redeemer, or blood avenger depending on the concept being discussed. Generally means 

to buy back, restore one’s position or rights. 

 

First use in Bible: 

 

Gen. 48:16 “The angel who has redeemed me (Israel, the man Jacob) from all evil, Bless the 

lads; and may my name live on in them. And the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; And 

may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” 

 

 From Gen.22:11, 15-18; Gen 28:13-15 and Gen 31:11 we see that “the angel” is not 

 an angel at all but God the father. IT IS GOD WHO REDEEMS US FROM ALL

 EVIL. That’s the primary use of ga’al. 

 

Second use (and first regarding the nation Israel) 

 

Ex. 6:6 (The LORD said to Moses) “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, I am the LORD, and I 

will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their 

bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgements.” 

 

 Notice the order “I am the LORD” and here’s what I’m going to do; 

 –bring you out from under burdens of Egyptians (world??) 

 –deliver you from bondage (slavery to sin??) 

 –redeem (ga’al) with outstretched arm, (restore our inheritance??) 

 and with great judgements (defeat Satan??) 

 

 A PICTURE OF OUR REDEMPTION IN CHRIST. 

 

List of all appearance of the word ga’al attached as a resource 

 

PROPERTY OUR INHERITANCE IN CHRIST 
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STARTS with Lev. 25:23 “The land shall not be sold forever: for the land in Mine; for you are 

strangers and sojourners with Me.” 
24 And in all the land of your possession you shall grant a redemption for the land. 

25 If a brother of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest 

kinsman (ga’al) is to come and buy back what his brother has sold. 

 

28 But if he has not found sufficient means to get it back for himself, then what he has sold 

shall remain in the lands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee; but at the jubilee is shall 

revert, that he may return to his property. 

 

So the property (our inheritance in Christ) never leaves the family, stays with the tribe. 

 

REMEMBER ULTIMATELY ALL PROPERTY IS THE LORDS. Good to remember!!! 

 Ps. 50:10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.” 

 

PEOPLE IN SLAVERY RELEASED FROM BONDAGE OF SIN 

Lev. 25: 47 Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a 

brother of yours becomes so poor with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is 

sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, 

48 then he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers may 

redeem him. (Redemption price based on years to the year of Jubilee, when all go free) 

 

AVENGER OF BLOOD SATAN HIMSELF (MURDERER) PUT TO DEATH 

Num. 35:19 The blood avenger (ga’al) himself shall put the murderer to death; he shall put him 

to death when he meets him. 

 

LEVERITE MARRIAGE OUR FAMILY LINE “IN” CHRIST PRESERVED 

Deut. 25:5 When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the 

deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband’s brother shall go 

in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. 

6 And it shall be that the first born whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead 

brother, that his name may not be blotted out from Israel.” 

 

RUTH 

Only example in OT of an actual Redeemer (Boaz) in action ----- foreshadows Christ 

 

FROM JOB TO END OF OLD TESTAMENT 

ALL verses have the LORD as our redeemer: “I know that my redeemer lives and that he shall 

stand at the latter day upon the earth” Job 19:25 

 

 

 

JUDGES 17 - 21 OUR DEPRAVITY / NEED FOR A REDEEMER 
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Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 

2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

 

These chapters in Judges are really hard to read and grasp, but a good picture of Eph. 2:1-3 

 THEN RUTH IS EPH 2:4-7 

4 BUT GOD, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), 

6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ 

Jesus, 

7 in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

 PLACEMENT OF THE BOOK OF RUTH 

 

Judges 17- 21 Ruth Samuel Kings Matthew 

 Depravity Kinsman Redeemer David Solomon rest of Kings Jesus called the Christ 

 

Main points in Judges 

 

(1) Forsook the LORD and served other gods 

 

Judges 2:8 
8 Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110.... 

 

10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another 

generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for 

Israel. 

11 Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals, 

12 and they forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers who had brought them out of the 

land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were 

around them....” 

 

(2) Natural result of Forsaking the LORD 

 

Judges 17:6 
In those days there was no king in Israel; EVERY MAN DID WHAT WAS RIGHT IN HIS 

OWN EYES. No word of God, no standard. 

 

1 Tim. 4:1,2 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith.... 
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seared in their own conscience as with a hot branding iron. 

 

(3) No sin stands alone, it affects all those around us 

 

(4) The natural progression both personally and societal of man’s depravity is a horrible 

 downward spiral when everyone is only bound by what he desires. 

 

PROGRESSION OF THESE CHAPTERS 

 

17 Spiritual idolatry but only personally to MICAH 

 

18 Idolatry extends to the entire tribe of Dan 

19 Idolatry now brings natural result of adultery, rape, murder SODOM & GOMORRAH 

 

20 With no standard tribe of Benjamin backs up the activity of above and Civil War, 

 Tribe of Benjamin destroyed. COMPLETE ANARCHY 

 

21 Oops we just destroyed Benjamin, so correct one mistake with countless others, more 

 Murder, pillage, rape, doing what is right in our own eyes, MAN’S SOLUTION, NOT 

 GOD’S. 

 

A WHOLE SOCIETY IS DESTROYED BECAUSE THERE WAS NO LEADER IN ISRAEL 

AND EVERYONE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT IN THEIR EYES. 

 

 Prov 14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, BUT its end is the way of death. 

 

 Prov. 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, BUT a wise man is he who listens 

 to counsel. (of the Lord in His word) 

 

CHAPTER 17 

 

Micah (ironically means “who is like Jehovah”) 

—Steals 1100 shekels from mother (life savings, see vs. 10) 

—mother pronounces a curse, Micah fesses up, returns the silver 

—mom so happy “I wholly dedicate the silver to the LORD for my son to make a graven 

 image and a molten image” SO MESSED UP 

—vs5 And the man Micah had a shrine and he made an ephod and household idols and

 consecrated one of his sons that he might become his priest. 

 WRONG ON SO MANY LEVELS 

—Young Levite wandering around hill country meets Micah and is employed by him as his 

 personal priest for 10 pieces of silver RENT-A-PRIEST 

—CONCLUSION Now I know that the LORD will prosper me, seeing I have a Levite as 

priest. (vs. 13) 
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—vs 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. 

 

CHAPTER 18 
 

Starts with ‘In those days there was no king of Israel.’ 

 

vs 1 ‘...the tribe of the Danites was seeking an inheritance for themselves to live in, for until 

that day an inheritance had not been allotted to them as a possession among the tribes of Israel.” 

 See Josh. 19:40-46 

 One reason I think the events of chapters 17-21 chronologically happened early in the 

 Book of Judges, rather than at the end (where they’ve been put). I think put here by the 

 H. S. Specifically to highlight our depravity and our need for a KR. 

 Also see 20:28 reference to Phinehas the son of Eleazar, Aaron’s son, who served as 

 priest in those days. 

—search party from Dan comes upon the priest serving Micah (maybe named Jonathan, son of 

Gershom, son of Manasseh, see 18:30) 

—spy out town of Laish (in far far northern Israel) as easy pickings 

—gather up 600 warriors to go take it, and first stop by the priests house with Micah 

14 Then the 5 men who went to spy out the country of Laish answered and said to their 

kinsman, “Do you know that there are in these houses an ephod and household idols and 

a graven image and a molten image? Now therefore, consider what you should do.” 

 

DO WHAT IS RIGHT IN YOUR OWN EYES. !! 

 

—So they went into Micah’s house and took all his idols, graven images etc. etc., and the 

priest (a Levite mind you ) said to them, “what are you doing?” vs 18 

19 And they said to him, be silent, put your hand over your mouth and come with us, 

(shut up, don’t talk, cancel culture, intimidation, remember there’s 600 FBI agents standing at 

the door) 

20 Is it better for you to be a priest to the house of one man, or to be priest to a tribe and a 

family in Israel? 

 

23 (the men who were in the houses near Micah’s house chased after the raiders) “...cried to 

the sons of Dan, who turned around and said to Micah, “What is the matter with you, that you 

have assembled together?” 

24 and he said, You have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and have gone 

away, and what do I have besides? So how can you say to me, “What is the matter with you?” 

25 and the sons of Dan said to him, “do not let your voice be heard among us, lest fierce 

men fall upon you and you lose you life, with the lives of your house hold.” 

 

CAN YOU SAY INTIMIDATION AND CANCEL CULTURE — HOW ABOUT TODAY?? 

 

—so they take the “priest”, take all the little ones and livestock of Micah (vs 21) march off to 

Laish, destroy it, rename it “DAN” and set up the graven image in Dan and that’s where they 
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worshiped all the days that the house of God was at Shiloh. 

Later we’ll see Jereboam (KING OF ISRAEL after the split kingdom) set up a golden calf in the 

same city after the split between Israel and Judah, at least 120 years later (Saul, David and 

Solomon) 1 Kings 12:28,29 A LONG LASTING EFFECT. 

 

CHAPTER 19 

 

AGAIN starts off with “Now it came about in those days , when there was no king in Israel” 

ARE WE GETTING THE PICTURE YET?? 

 

vs 1 Another Levite (certain Levite, not named) again staying in the hill country of Ephraim 

(Shiloh, where tabernacle and ark was kept is in “hill country of Ephraim”) 

“took” ( laqach 3947, same as David “taking” Bathsheba) a concubine from Bethlehem. 

 

She left him and went home to her father there 4 months, and Levite comes to Bethlehem to try 

to woo her back. 

 

Is welcomed by both “wife” (Levite called son-in-law vs 5) and his father-in-law, and proceed to 

party for 4 days and finally arise to leave to go home on the 5th day. 

 

Left late in the day and only got as far as Jebus (will be Jerusalem, but not part of Israel yet), 

only about 8 miles, and decide they’d rather stay in Gibeah (tribe of Benjamin) than Jebus, 

thinking it safer. 

 

GIBEAH One of the 48 cities given to Levites (since no land) by Joshua, so not only bypass 

JEBUS because Jebusites living there at this time, but GIBEAH should have “fellow Levites” 

living there. Sad that Levites were supposed to be the keepers of the LAW, and now just 

another SODOM AND GOMORRAH. 

 

Go to the city center, and no one offers to put them up for the night, until an “old man was 

coming out of the field from his work”— he was also from the hill country of Ephraim and 

staying in Gibeah— and offers his place to stay the night. 

 

22 While they were making merry, behold, the men of the city, certain worthless fellows, 

surrounded the house, pounding the door; and they spoke to the owner of the house, the old man, 

saying, “Bring out the man who came into your house that we may have relations with him.” 

(SEX, no getting around it) 

23 Then the man, the owner of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my fellows, 

please do not act so wickedly; (sounds exactly like SODOM & GOMORRAH Gen 19:7,8) since 

this man has come into my house, do not commit this act of folly 

24 Here is my virgin daughter and his concubine, Please let me bring them out that you 

may ravish them and DO TO THEM WHATEVER YOU WISH. But do not commit such an 

act of folly against this man.” 
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 “Do whatever is right in your own eyes, whatever you wish” 

 

25 But the men would not listen to him, so the man seized (chazaq, 2388, seize with force and 

bound her) his concubine and brought her out to them. And they raped her and abused her 

all night until morning, then let her go at the approach of dawn. 

 

AWFUL AND REALLY TOUGH TO READ, AND REMEMBER THESE ARE NOT 

PAGANS, THESE ARE GODS PEOPLE, ISRAELITES OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, 

MAYBE EVEN SOME LEVITES (STARKEY, WATCH OUT) AMONG THEM 

 

THE LEVITE (A “MAN OF GOD”) DOES NOTHING, AND APPARENTLY GETS A GOOD 

NIGHT’S SLEEP. 

 

26 As the day began to dawn, the woman came and fell down at the doorway of the man’s house 

where her master was, until full daylight. (She’s alive at this point) 

27 When her master arose in the morning (Had his cup of coffee and breakfast) and opened the 

doors of the house and went out to go on his way, then behold, his concubine was lying at the 

doorway of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 

28 And he said to her, “Get up and let us go” but there was no answer. Then he placed her on 

the donkey; (like a sack of grain) and the man arose and went to his home. (Wow, certainly his 

“conscience was seared with a hot branding iron” 1 Tim. 4:2) 

 

29 When he entered his house, (was she still alive, and he killed her, or already dead? ) he took a 

knife and laid hold of his concubine and cut her in twelve pieces, limb by limb, and sent her 

throughout the territory of Israel. 

30 and it came about that all who saw it said, “Nothing like this has ever happened or been seen 

from the day when the sons of Israel came up from the land of Egypt to this day. CONSIDER 

IT, TAKE COUNSEL AND SPEAK UP!” 

 

“WE NEED TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT IN OUR OWN EYES” is their response. 

 

CHAPTER 20 
 

ISRAEL’S RESPONSE IS CIVIL WAR. 

 

Assembled an army of 400,000 (largest force put together by Israel to date) 

Asked the Levite, “Tell us how did this wickedness take place?” (v. 3) 

 Don’t ask 2 witnesses like supposed to ---- servant was there too 

 

4 So the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “I came with 

my concubine to spend the night at Gibeah which belongs to Benjamin. 

5 But the men of Gibeah (not “certain worthless fellows”, but implies the “leaders” or ALL the 

men of Gibeah) rose up against ME and surrounded the house at night because of ME. They 

intended to Kill ME (stretching the truth just a little), instead, they ravished my concubine so 
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that she died. 

 

 Failed to tell them that the Levite had “seized” her and brought her out to them to allow 

 them to rape her all night, while he went to bed and got a good night’s sleep, 

 and that she was alive after all that abuse when she fell on the doorstep early morning,

 and he still does nothing to help her, but loads her onto his donkey and goes home. 

 

7 Behold, all you sons of Israel, give your advice and counsel here. 

 

 Do what is right in your eyes, and don’t seek the counsel of the LORD. 

 

8 Then all the people arose as one man, saying, “Not one of us will go to his tent, nor will any 

of us return to his house.” (Until VENGENCE is meted out against Gibeah) 

 

 MOB mentality 

 First of three foolish vows that Israel made that dug an even deeper hole. 

 (2) See also 21:1 “None of us shall give his daughter to Benjamin in marriage.” 

 (3) 21:5 Anyone who doesn’t join us, “He shall surely be put to death” 

 All of these made at Mizpah when they first assembled to decide what to do 

 

Assembled against Gibeah. Benjamin refused to turn over the perpetrators, but backed Gibeah 

Benjamin assembled 26,000 soldiers including 700 “left handed sharpshooters” who “could sling 

a stone at a hair and not miss” (20:16) 

 

Israel (400,000) vs. Benjamin (26,000) SEEMS obvious who’s going to win. Ask the Lord, 

“Who should go first?” (Notice DIDN’T ask SHOULD we fight them?) Lord says “Judah first” 

(20:18) 

 

FIRST BATTLE 22,000 Of Israel die (not many if any of Benjamin die) vs 21 

 

22 But the people, the men of Israel, encouraged themselves and arrayed for battle again....” 

 

SECOND BATTLE 18,000 of Israel die. 

 

What’s going on here? All of Israel, including Benjamin, are sinning in Idolatry and not 

following or seeking after the Lord, so ALL are disciplined, not just Benjamin. At Mizpah when 

all of Israel got together none of them ASKED the LORD, but “united as one man” (11) took 

counsel as to what they should do, 

 

THIRD BATTLE Do inquire of the LORD and He tells them, not only should they go up against 

Benjamin, but they will also win. 

 Set an ambush to draw out Benjaminites from Gibeah (v. 29) 

 

38 Now the appointed sign between the men of Israel and the men in ambush was that they 
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should make a great cloud of smoke arise from the city. 

 

40 But when the cloud began to rise from the city in a column of smoke, Benjamin looked 

behind them; and behold, the whole city was going up in smoke to heaven. 

 Like the judgement of Sodom & Gomorrah -- Gen 19:28 – again God judging here the 

 Corrupt city of Gibeah. 

 

35 And the LORD struck Benjamin before Israel, so that the sons of Israel destroyed 25,100 men 

of Benjamin that day, all who draw the sword. 

 

 BUT ISRAEL DIDN’T STOP THERE ---- WANTED REVENGE 

 

48 The men of Israel then turned back against the sons of Benjamin and struck them with the 

edge of the sword, both the entire city with the cattle and all that they found; they also set 

on fire all the cities which they found. 

 Basically destroyed the tribe of Benjamin, certainly it’s whole army and all the men 

 Only 600 men of Benjamin remained, holed up in the wilderness at the rock of Rimm

 where they hid out for 4 months. (20:47) 

 

CHAPTER 21 

 

THINK IT CAN’T GET ANY WORSE, BUT CONTINUES TO SPIRAL DOWN. 

 

So not only took revenge against Gibeah, but by civil war with Benjamin, we’ve destroyed an 

ENTIRE tribe of Israel (21:3) OOPS NOW WHAT DO WE DO ?? 

 

we made these oaths at the beginning of this based on what the Levite told us of 

 (1) we won’t stop or go home until revenge is exacted against Gibeah 

 (2) anyone who doesn’t join us in this campaign will suffer the same fate as Gibeah 

 “He shall surely be put to death.” 

 (3) we won’t allow any of the daughters of Israel to marry a Benjamite. 

 

Now there’s only 600 men of Benjamin left, and the tribe will be exterminated. 

 

8 And they said, “What one is there of the tribes of Israel who did not come up to the LORD at 

Mizpah?” And behold, no one had come to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. 

 

10 And the congregation sent 12,000 of the valiant warriors there, and commanded them, saying, 

“Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and 

little ones. 

11”And this is the thing that you shall do; you shall utterly destroy every man and every woman 

who has lain with a man.” (Think of all the mothers and children killed, an entire generation) 

12 And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins....” 
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SO THEY GAVE THESE 400 YOUNG WOMEN TO THE 600 MEN HIDING OUT AT 

RIMMON, AS WIVES. BUT NOT QUITE ENOUGH. SO NOW WHAT??? 

 

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, “What shall we do for wives for those who are left, 

since the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?” 

 This has gone from a single Levite and idolatry to immorality, Civil War, anarchy, 

 and now MAN’S solution, which never works. 

 

There’s going to be a FEAST OF THE LORD FROM YEAR TO YEAR IN SHILOH (where 

the ark was kept) so told the other 200 men, to “lie in wait in the vineyards” (v 20) and 

 

21 watch; and behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to take part in the dances, then you 

shall come out of the vineyards and each of you shall catch his wife from the daughters of 

Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 

 

BOOK ENDS WITH 

 

25 “IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS NO KING IN ISRAEL; EVERYONE DID WHAT WAS 

RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES.” 

 

In aviation every pilot is taught one very basic lesson. In air traffic control zones you 

 do NOT do what seems best in your eyes. YOU DO WHAT THE CONTROL TOWER 

 TELLS YOU TO DO. The controller knows things that you do not know. He has better 

 information and a better perspective to guide a pilot safely. 1977 on Canary Islands two

 747s had to use the runway as taxiway because of a bombing on the taxiway. It was 

 foggy and inexplicably one pilot started to take off without clearance from the tower, and 

 the resulting collision killed 575 people. LISTENING TO THE “CONTROL TOWER” 

 OUR GOD will prevent such disasters of “doing our own thing”. 

 

ISRAEL IS IN SHAMBLES, AND THE UNRAVELING OF A SOCIETY WITHOUT CHRIST 

 

I HOPE WE SEE THE UTTER DEPRAVITY OF US (ME & YOU) IN OUR FLESH 

“...INDULGING THE DESIRES OF THE FLESH AND OF THE MIND...” AND WE CAN 

DO NOTHING TO “REDEEM” OURSELVES, AND THEREFORE THE NEED OF OUR 

LOVING HEAVENLY FATHER TO INTERVENE. 

 

ENTER BOAZ AND RUTH 

 

 


