
1 

 

RUTH NAOMI BOAZ 11/19/2022 

 

Ruth 1:1 Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in 

the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his 

wife and his two sons. 

 

 Ruth is set in the period of the Judges with all the depravity we just saw. 

 

 “Famine” in the land type of No Word of God in Israel, but shouldn’t go to 

 Moab for sustenance. But “remained there” (v2) for lots of years. 

 

 Moab was son of Lot (Ammon also) by incest with daughters, and cursed. 

 Moab worshiped false god Chemosh, (1 Kings11:7) which involved child 

 sacrifices. (2 Kings 3:27) 

 Balak, king of Moab, hired Balaam to curse Israel in Numbers 22-24 and God 

 prevented Balaam from cursing them (Josh.24:9,10), but then 

 Num, 25:1 “....the people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab” 

 married them and joined “....to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people 

 ate and bowed down to their gods, ... joined themselves to Baal of Peor.” 

 

 Elimelech “God is my King” (In judges “there was no king in Israel”) 

 Dies while in Moab 

 Naomi, his wife “Pleasant, amiable” 

 Type of Israel and also Holy Spirit in directing Ruth 

 Mahlon, son “Infirmity, sickly” Married Ruth, a Moabitess 

 Dies after 10 years 

 Chilion, son “Consumption” Married Orpah, also a Moabitess 

 Also dies after 10 years 

 

So after reports of food (word) back in Israel, NAOMI returns to Bethlehem with Ruth 

 Type of Israel returning to the Land after exile, or even at end of the age?? 

 Israel is the bride of Christ 

 Ruth is type of the Gentiles ransomed and grafted into the body of Christ — Rom. 9 

 

1:20 And she said to them (women of Bethlehem upon her return), “Do not call me Naomi 

(pleasant); call me Mara (bitter), for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went out full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. 

  

 Israel is destitute in Judges and in desperate need of a redeemer. 

 

 Her perspective, but last time uses that name in Ruth. Will ultimately say 

 “Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you 

 without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel (4:14) 
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RUTH 

We’ve discussed the placement of the Book of Ruth, now consider the person 

Ruth is 

 A Moabite, and type of the Gentiles that are grafted into the body of Christ Rom. 9 

 

 Loved by Boaz, when there was nothing lovely about her. In fact cursed 

 Deut. 23:3,4 No Ammonite or MOABITE shall enter the assembly of the LORD; 

 none of their descendants, even to the tenth generation, shall ever enter the assembly 

 of the LORD, because they did not meet you with food and water on the way when 

 you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Peor 

 of Mesopotamia to curse you. 

 6 You shall never seek their peace or their prosperity all your days. 

 

 We too are sinners 

 

 Type of the new creation in Christ, as she dines with Boaz, and eventually is married to 

 Him. (Notice nothing of sin ever mentioned about Ruth) 

 Eph 5:28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.... 

 29 ...for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just 

 as Christ also does the church, 

 30 because we are members of His body. 

 31 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife; 

 And the two shall become one flesh. (From Gen 2:24) 

 32 This matter is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 

 

 So Ruth marries Boaz (church, Gentiles, are members of Christ’s body, and 

 Israel (Naomi) is the bride of Christ, 

 

 Hence we Jews and Gentiles are all ONE in Christ 

 Gal. 3:28, 29 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 

 there is neither male nor female; FOR YOU ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 

 

NAOMI 

 

Means “pleasant” 

 

Picture of Israel forced out of their land, due to lack of food (Word) living in idolatry and sin 

in Moab, then returned to their land, with Boaz (Christ) acting as Redeemer (Goel) in restoring 

their inheritance and lineage. 

 

Also a picture of the Holy Spirit particularly in chapter 3, guiding Ruth 

 

ENTER BOAZ (“STRENGTH”) LOOK AT CHAP. 2 
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Only named “real life example” of a Ga’al (pronounced “Goel”) Redeemer in Scripture 

Obviously a type of Christ in redeeming us 

In the genealogy of David (Obed, Jesse, David) and Christ (Matt. 1) 

Mother was Rahab the Harlot, a Canaanite in Jericho 

 

Look at Chapter 2 and see Boaz as a type of Christ. 

 

2:1 Now Naomi had a kinsman (not ga’al but mowda an “acquaintance”) of her husband, a 

mighty man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 

 

 “Great wealth” 2 Cor. 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

 Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He 

 became poor, that you through His poverty might 

 become rich.” 

 

 “Family of Elimelech” Must be related to be a Ga’al. 

 Christ, as our redeemer, HAD TO BE HUMAN 

 John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, 

 and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from 

 the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 Not only Human but in our family, RELATED TO US. 

 Heb. 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are 

 sanctified are ALL FROM ONE FATHER; for which 

 reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren. 

 

 John 20:17 Jesus said to her (Mary Magdalene), “Stop 

 clinging to Me; for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 

 but go to My brethren, and say to them, “I ascend to My 

 Father and your Father and My God and your God.’ ” 

 

2:2 Ruth goes to glean among the ears of grain at harvest time to get food as a widow for

 her and Naomi. 

 

2:3 “She happened” to Literally “her chance” only place in all of scripture this come to the 

portion phrase is used. Showing God’s sovereignty. 

 of the field belonging 

 to Boaz 

  

 

 From tribe of Judah Same as Christ 

 town of Bethlehem 

 

 Owned a “field” Matt 13:38 field is the world, Son of Man has sowed good 
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 seed. 

 Has laborers harvesting Luke 10:2 (sending out the 70) “The harvest is plentiful, but 

 barley and wheat the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest 

 to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

 

2:5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers (foreman), “Whose young 

woman is this?” 

6 The servant in charge (foreman) said (with derision, STARKEY) She is that young Moabite 

woman (I’m a Jew and she’s a disgusting MOABITE) who returned with Naomi FROM THE 

LAND OF MOAB (remember I did tell you she’s from MOAB, right) 

7 And she said, “Please let me glean and gather after the reapers AMONG THE SHEAVES.” 

(gleaners don’t EVER get to glean among the sheaves. They’re supposed to be behind us and in 

the corners of the field, not among us. ---- Deut. 23:19 and Lev. 19:9, 10) 

 

 Boaz’s first words to RUTH are, 

 

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth (not “the Moabite woman”), “Listen carefully, my daughter.” 

 (‘Bath’ 1323 apple of the eye in Ps 17:8 a term of endearment, family, Boaz loves Ruth. 

Will be reciprocal, 1 John 4:19 We love Him, because He first loved us. 

‘Do not go to glean in another field; (stay in the Lord’s field, His Word) furthermore, do not go 

on from this one, but stay close with my maids’. 

 Stay close, “dabaq” 1692 means stick like Velcro, cleave to 

 with MY MAIDs, other like-minded believers 

 Heb. 10:25 “... not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

 encouraging one another, and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.” 

 

9 “Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, I have commanded 

the servants not to touch you. When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the 

servants draw.” 

 PROTECTION OF BOAZ servants told not to touch her. Remember we’re in Judges 

 and what happened in Judges 19 

 When you’re THIRSTY, drink from My Water 

 John 4:14 “...whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 

 water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal 

 life.” (to a Samaritan woman no less) 

 

10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him (in type fell at His feet and 

in worship of the LORD??) “Why have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of 

me, since I am a foreigner?” (I’m a sinner, a woman, a poor woman, a poor foreign widow, a 

Moabitess, an undeserving stranger and alien, and yet, found grace in your sight) 

 

 Ruth’s response of “falling on her face” and “bowing to the ground” in worship is 

 always our response to recognizing God’s grace in our lives. 
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 See also Mephibosheth’s response to David, falling on his face and prostrating 

 himself in his presence 2 Sam. 9:6 

 

 Heb. 12:2 “...fixing our eyes upon Jesus the author and finisher of our faith...” 
 

11 And Boaz answered and said to her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the 

death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your 

mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know. 

12 May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the God of Israel, 

under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.” 

 

 Comfort and provision for Ruth from the LORD 

 John 14:18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

 20 In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and 

 I in you. 

 

 “fully reported to me” 
 

 STARKEY Who reported it to Boaz, not his foreman, he barely knew who she was 

 A picture of the omniscience of our God. Boaz knew her whole story. 

 “fully reported” is a double of “nagad, nagad” Strongs 5046 

 

 “Under whose WINGS you have come to seek refuge” (“wings” is kanaph Str. 3671) 

 

 Ex 19:4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

 eagles wings, and brought you to Myself. 

 

 Ex. 25:20 And the cherubim shall have their wings spread upward, covering the mercy 

 seat with their wings and facing one another; the faces of the cherubim are to be turned 

 toward the mercy seat. 

 

 Mal. 4:2 But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing 

 in its wings; 

 

 Ps 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye: Hide me in the shadow of Thy wings 

 

 Matt. 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem who kills the prophets and stones those who are 

 sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

 chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 

 

NO REFERENCE TO WINGS IN ALL OF JOSHUA, OR JUDGES UNTIL HERE IN RUTH 

In Ruth 3:9 “spread your skirt” (skirt, or “covering” is again kanaph or “wings”) 

 

14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, that you may eat of the bread and dip your 



6 

 

piece of bread in the vinegar. (A cool and satisfying sauce)’ So she sat beside (not “with” the 

reapers, but off to the side — yet Boaz served her, and not any of the other reapers) the reapers; 

and he served her roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some left. 

 

 Invitation to dine with Christ — Matt 26:26 “...Jesus took some bread, and after 

 blessing it, He broke it and gave to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 

 Christ came to serve and not be served Mark 10:45 

 Feeding of 5,000 ---- she was satisfied, and had some left over 

 She took the leftovers and fed Naomi (Israel) 
 

19 Her mother-in-law then said to her, “Where did you glean today and where did you work? 

May he who took notice of you be blessed.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had 

worked and said, “The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 

 

 Up to this point Ruth didn’t know who he was but was drawn to him. 

 Up to this point Naomi didn’t know who Ruth was working with either. 

 

20 May he be blessed of the LORD who has not withdrawn his kindness to the living and to the 

dead.” Again Naomi said to her, “The man is our relative (qarowb, acquaintance), he is one 

of our closest relatives.” (ga’al one who has the right to redeem) 

 

23 So she stayed (clung like Velcro) close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the end of 

the barley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she dwelt with her mother-in-law. 

 

 How different from “Every man did what was right in his own eyes” in Judges. 

 

FIRST USE OF GA’AL (PRONOUNCED “GOEL”) IN RUTH in 2:20 above 

 

SO HOW IS BOAZ A ‘GOEL’ AND A TYPE OF CHRIST?? 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

 

(1) MUST BE NEAR OF KIN; 

 

Must first be family and THEN can Redeem 

 

 Lev. 25:25 “If a brother of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then

 his nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his brother has sold” 

 

 So not just anyone, but the NEAREST kinsman 

 In Ruth there was a kinsman nearer than Boaz who had to first refuse to redeem. 

 

 Ruth 3:12 And now it is true I am a close relative (redeemer — Goel); however 

 there is relative (goel) closer than I. 
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 13 Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him 

 redeem you. BUT if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the 

 Lord lives. LIE DOWN UNTIL MORNING. (REST — TRUST IN ME) 

 

 Boaz was a kinsman to Naomi, but not to Ruth, since a Moabite. Naomi 

 was family, so Boaz could redeem Naomi’s land, but Ruth part of the package (4:5) When

 he married Ruth, his child, Obed was technically Naomi’s (hence 4:17 “A son had been 

 born to Naomi.”) 

 

 Heb 2:14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook 

 of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, 

 that is, the devil; 

 Heb. 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father, 

 for which reason He is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN. 

 

 John 1:14 “....became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

 

So not good enough that God became a human, although that was necessary, but had to be related 

to us, as a brother. 

 

 Phil. 2:6 “...did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 

 taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

 

God the Father could not be our kinsman, but HAD to become incarnate 

 

“God makes of sons of men, sons of God, because He has made of the Son of God, the Son of 

Man.” (St. Augustine on Ps.2) 

 

Christ HAD to be 100% man in order to be our substitutionary sacrifice, but HAD to be 100% 

God in order to pay an ETERNAL price for us. Only God could do both, make that payment. 

 

(2) MUST BE FREE HIMSELF 

 

Can’t be a slave himself (in our case, to sin) in order to redeem his brother from slavery 

Lev. 25:47 If a brother had already sold himself into slavery because he couldn’t pay a debt, he 

couldn’t buy another brother out of slavery. 

 

 I John 3:5 In Him was no sin 

 

 2 Cor. 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin, sin for us, that we might become the 

 righteousness of God in HIM. 
 

(3) MUST BE WILLING TO REDEEM. 
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The “nearer kinsman” in Ruth 4 was apparently related, and able to redeem, but was 

UNWILLING. 

Ruth 4:3 Naomi....has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech. 

 4 So I thought to inform you, saying, “Buy it before those who are sitting here...” 

 and he said, “I will redeem it.” (Wanted the land only) 

 5 Then Boaz said, “on the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, YOU MUST 

 ALSO ACQUIRE RUTH, the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise 

 up the name of the deceased (Elimelech) on his inheritance.” 

 

This he was unwilling to do, as would jeopardize his own estate (in diluting it since part would 

go to any children Ruth may have — she could bear children whereas Naomi, no.) 

 

 John 10:17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I LAY DOWN MY LIFE THAT 

 I MAY TAKE IT AGAIN. 

 18 No one takes it away from Me, but I lay it down on my own initiative. I have authority 

 to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.” 

 

 Rom. 8:3 For what the law could not do, wead as it was through the flesh, God did: sending 

 His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in

 the flesh, 

 4 in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us,...” 

 

 Heb. 12:2 “...fixing our eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 

 before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 

 of the throne of God. 

 

(4) MUST BE ABLE TO PAY THE PRICE 
 

No BLOOD in Ruth, and we know that Blood must be spilled in a sacrifice for our sins. 

 

But Boaz did pay a price for Naomi’s land and Ruth. He had sufficient funds to redeem them and 

their property and provide for them in the future. 

 

 1 Peter 1:18 Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 

 from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ 

 

 2 Cor. 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for

 your sake He became Poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 

 Heb. 9:12 “...and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own Blood, He 

 entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 

(5) HAD TO ACTUALLY PAY THE PRICE 
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Boaz had to go through with the deal. He did see 4:9-11. 

 Heb. 9:24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 

 one, but into heaven itself, no to appear in the presence of God for us; 

 26 “...but now once at the consummation He has been manifested to put away sin by the 

 sacrifice of Himself. 

 

 1 Cor. 6:20 For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify god in your body. 

 

EFFECTS OF REDEMPTION BY KINSMAN; 

 

Freed us from our transgressions 

 Eph.1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses. 

 

Freed us from slavery to sin 

 Rom. 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin 

 might be done away with , that we should no longer be slaves to sin. 

 

Obtained an inheritance 

 Eph. 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 

 purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will. 

 

Avenged Satan himself and death 

 1 Cor 15:54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will

 have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is

 swallowed up in victory. O death where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? 

 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us 

 the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (54-57) 

 

THUS BOAZ IS A CLEAR TYPE OF CHRIST AND HIS LOVE FOR US 

He fulfills the requirements of the Law, by allowing the closer kinsman to redeem if he wants to, 

and then in love of Ruth and Naomi exercises his right of redemption for both Israel and Gentiles. 

 

EPH. 2:11 Therefore remember, that formerly YOU, the gentiles in the flesh..... 

12 that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

13 BUT NOW in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. 

 

19 SO THEN YOU ARE NO LONGER STRANGERS AND ALIENS, BUT YOU ARE 

FELLOW-CITIZENS WITH THE SAINTS AND ARE OF GOD’S HOUSEHOLD. 


